
MINUTES OF W P GREENSCARE COMMITTEE HELD AT PINELANDS B C ON 08 NOVEMBER 2021  
 
Present: Collyn de Witt, Terry Drew, Vernon Dryden, Bill McCarthy, Trevor Wheeler and Terry Hepworth. 
Apologies: Marianna Kirsten.  
 
1.   Welcome and Apologies 

Terry welcomed the members to the meeting.  
 
2.   Minutes 

The minutes of the previous meeting were approved. 
 
3.   Matters arising 
 

3.1   Greenscare website 
Trevor asked those present to let him have the names of suppliers and contractors whose 
names could be added to the list of contacts. Bill recommended that we try to track down 
the series of Grass Clippings produced by Doc Louw to include on the site. Terry H said how 
impressed he was with the layout and content of the Greenscare site. Trevor will continue to 
extract info from the Level 1 booklet, edit it and include it on the site 

 
3.2   Scheduling of WP Fours 

This item would be held over until Marianna was present. In the light of the scramble for 
greens this year, WPBA will be advised to revert to the arrangement where no WP 
Competitions would be scheduled from 15 November onwards. 

 
3.3   Self evaluations 

The meeting agreed that WPBA be asked to notify Clubs of the need to carry out evaluations 
of their greens and submit them to the WPBA office by the end of the month. A copy of the 
BSA scoresheet and the guidelines should accompany the notice.  

 
3.4   Merado  

Bill reported on the mechanical problems that had occurred and his success in resolving 
them. He also stated that the WPBA office had made no progress with the licencing of the 
trailer. Terry D indicated that there was still not a big demand for the machine. Terry H 
would again highlight this in the newsletter. 

 
3.5   Machinery audit 

This request will go out in the new year. 
 
4.   Greens 
 

4.1  Reports were received on WPCC, Bellville, Kraaifontein, Kuils River, Fresnaye, Somerset West. 
Helderberg and Old Oak.  

 
4.2  Following the receipt of the evaluations done by the Clubs, a decision will be taken regarding 

which Clubs to visit in December.  
 

4.3   There had been an abnormally high presence of weeds on our greens this season. This once 
again raised the issue of bowlers wearing grooved footwear which transported the problem 
from one green or Club to another. We will ask WPBA to consider reminding Clubs of the 
footwear restriction. It was accepted that there would be resistance from Clubs who were 



trying to increase membership by running Business league or Corporate days where it is 
difficult to implement restrictions. 

 
4.4   The high incidence of winter grass on greens this year suggested that GKPs had either 

ignored the pre-emergent application of herbicide in February or else were scared off by the 
experiences that some Clubs had had with Lawntyl. It was agreed that we will remind Clubs 
early next year of the need to spray with Lawntyl and provide them with the concentration 
and conditions under which the herbicide could be applied quite safely. 

 
5.   W P Competitions 
 

5.1   The point was raised that no specific request had been made to Clubs this year prior to the 
Fives regarding cutting of the greens on the morning of the event or the day before. 

 
5.2   After discussion, it was agreed that we recommend Glen as a possible 3-green Club to host 

the Boland/WP Trial games. Failing this, it might be more realistic to select two Clubs in 
reasonably close proximity. Somerset West and Gordons Bay were put forward.  

 
5.3   A number of the members of the Committee raised the question, on behalf of their 

members, why it was not possible to introduce some form of zoning in the Fives.  
 
6.   Written complaints.  

Nil 
 
7.   WPBA matters 
 

7.1   It was confirmed that Taz is standing in for Lynette at this stage and will process any circulars 
that we intend sending out to Clubs. 

 
7.2   It was regretted that WPBA had to enforce para 5.5 of the Constitution dealing with Clubs’ 

obligation to make their greens available for WP competitions. Our committee should work 
closer with the Competitions Secretary next year to ensure that this does not happen again. 

 
7.3   There was unanimity that we strongly recommend to WPBA that Clubs NOT be allowed to 

enter WP Competitions next year unless they are able to provide greens space. 
 
8.   BSA matters 
 

8.1   It was proposed that the Greenscare Committee develop questionnaires similar to what BSA 
previously used for the Level 1 Greenkeeping Course. These could be sent to GKPs to 
encourage them, in their own time, to research the answers to the questions. 

 
9.   Seminars.  

We are still hoping to offer a Level 1 Course early in the new year.  
 
10.   Newsletter.  

Items for inclusion are; the self-evaluation exercise, the use of the Merado, winter grass treatment, 
stimphmeter, soil testing.  

 
11.   General 

Following on from a suggestion from Vernon, it was agreed that our next meeting will involve our 
visiting Clubs in the northern suburbs, after which we would meet at the Oakdale Club for lunch.  



Once we receive feedback from Clubs in the form of the self-evaluation scores, we will allocate Clubs 
to be visited to the various members. 

 
12.   Next Meeting 

The next meeting (lunch) would be at Oakdale on 13 December at 12.  


